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PRESS RELEASE 
September 2018

Mayor to open Buxford Fish Pass 
Every year fish, like brown trout and eels, make a journey up fresh water rivers like the Great Stour in order to spawn. There are many challenges along the way, and for over a century the Buxford Mill weir has been a very solid obstacle. So, we are very pleased to announce that on September 25th, Ashford’s Mayor, Cllr. Jessamy Blandford will officially open the Buxford Fish Pass, a new channel that has been constructed in the woods of Buxford Meadow. The pass will improve river conditions and allow fish to travel to the upper reaches of the river as they would have done hundreds of years ago.
The project has been years in the making, funded and supported by the Environment Agency, managed by the Kentish Stour Countryside Partnership, who have worked for 25 years to improve wildlife habitat in the Great Stour catchment area, and with the co-operation of local residents, Ashford Borough Council and the Internal Drainage Board.
Whilst the channel was planned to look relatively natural, the pools and weirs were carefully designed and constructed to ensure fish could pass up them and into the river upstream of the mill. Shortly after completion in June, the pools unexpectedly proved to be extremely popular with human visitors who enjoyed a bit of paddling and cooling off in this lovely and shaded location during the very hot weather. 
It is particularly special that it is Mayor Blandford that will open Buxford Fish Pass, as she has been a champion of the environment for many years in her own ward, in her previous role as Chair of the council’s Environment and Conservation Task Group and as she has chosen the environment as her theme for the year as Mayor.
For further details please contact Kentish Stour on 03000410900 or email kentishstour@kent.gov.uk 

The KSCP is one of nine countryside management partnerships covering Kent, playing a vital role in the conservation of the Kent countryside and coast through engaging with local communities. www.kentcountryside.org.uk
Mobile contact: 07740 185223 Diane Comley - Partnership Officer
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