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PRESS RELEASE 
Conserving, enhancing and promoting the Stour Valley
River Restoration at Wickhambreaux
The Kentish Stour Countryside Partnership, working in partnership with the Environment Agency, has been carrying out river restoration work on the Little Stour at Seaton, near Wickhambreaux village. 
Explaining the need for the project, KSCP Officer Martin Thomas said, ‘Over the centuries the Little Stour between Wickhambreaux and Seaton Mill has been moved, straightened and its banks heavily grazed by cattle. This has resulted in a wide, straight, featureless river. Since Autumn 2016, we have been undertaking a river restoration project to return the river to something more like its natural state.

Martin went on to explain how the work progressed: ‘The first part of the project was to create a series of pools in the riverbed with a mechanical digger and use the excavated gravel to form banks at either side of the channel. This has resulted in a narrower, deeper, winding channel. Passage is now much easier for fish, with local people reporting an increase in numbers seen along this stretch since work was completed in November last year. Deeper water will also remain cooler in hotter weather, which is important for fish such as brown trout.’
While this work was being carried out, flood defence banks on the northern side of the river were repaired. ‘Like the riverbanks, the bund had been eroded over the years by cattle,’ Martin explained.
The next part of the scheme was to fence off the riverbanks from grazing cattle, which was completed in March. Martin predicts a marked change over the coming years: ‘Lush vegetation will grow on the banks, creating better conditions for insects like butterflies and dragonflies, as well as cover and food for small creatures like bank voles. Plants growing in the river will provide sheltered areas, important for juvenile fish and the creatures which feed on them. Water voles may even return to this stretch of river eventually.’
The final part of the project was to plant the gravel banks with wetland plants. ‘Plants are slow to establish in gravel, so it is important to help the process along to prevent the banks being eroded during winter floods,’ Martin explained. ‘Our hardworking volunteers undertook this work just last week.’
Summarising the impact of the whole project, Martin commented: ‘Eventually, all river wildlife will benefit from a more varied habitat, above and below the water.’
The Kentish Stour Countryside Partnership is a not-for-profit group which has been carrying out habitat management, access and education projects in the Stour Valley for over 20 years. We work with volunteers, contractors, local councils, government agencies and private landowners. Working in partnership with the Environment Agency, the KSCP are currently working on river restoration projects at several locations in the Stour Valley, including Canterbury city centre, Wingham and Ashford. 
For further details telephone 03000 410900/ email kentishstour@kent.gov.uk. 
Ends

Attachments – 
Before: The Little Stour as it was, looking east towards Seaton

After: Volunteers planting wetland plants on a gravel bank
Brian and Martin: Brian Sandall (volunteer) and Martin Thomas (KSCP) plant-up an area of gravel
Excavator: An excavator had to enter the river to create pools and banks, narrowing the channel
Volunteers: from leftvolunteers Brian Sandall, Ros Coward and Angie Murray protect planting with chicken wire.

Mobile Contact: 07720 447180
The KSCP are one of nine countryside management partnerships in Kent playing a vital role in the conservation and enhancement of the Kent countryside and coast. www.kentcountryside.org.uk
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