
Stour Valley Arts (SVA) is an independent
visual arts organization, based in King's
Wood, which aims to increase public 
awareness and enjoyment of contemporary
art while encouraging greater understanding
of the countryside.

In partnership with the Forestry
Commission and other organizations, SVA
provides opportunities for artists, students
and community groups to respond to,
experiment with, and interpret the King's
Wood landscape and maintains a range of
sculptures in the wood made from local
material and using the local environment.
These can be seen from a way marked 
sculpture trail and include children's play
sculptures.

For further information - 
Tel.: 01233 740040 
E-mail: info@stourvalleyarts.org.uk 
Web: www.stourvalleyarts.org.uk

This woodland jewel situated in the North
Downs Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty
(AONB) has been designated a Site of
Nature Conservation Interest (SNCI).The
site is improved ancient woodland and is
therefore rich in flora and fauna. With 
spectacular shows of bluebells in the spring
to bizarre fungus in the autumn.

The wood is home to a large variety of
mammals from the imposing fallow deer to
the adorable dormice. The woodland is
important for reptiles and amphibians,
recording good numbers of the endangered
great crested newt and Britain’s only
venomous snake, the adder.

A fine array of birds is present with 
particular interest being nightjar, nightingale
and red kite.There are several woodland
orchids present on the chalky slopes,
including lady orchid, birds-nest orchid and
twayblade. Bats, dragonflies, butterflies and
moths are also found in good numbers.

To find out more, join in on one of the
excellent guided walks run all year round by
the Friends of King’s Wood.

Walking though King's Wood today, it is 
difficult to imagine what a hive of activity it
became during and just after the last war.

Following the critical shortage of timber in
World War 1 - because of the demand for
timber for the war effort - there was a
resolve that such a shortage must never 
happen again. By 1939, a programme was
under way to convert much of the forest
into beech and soft woods, a programme
that continued throughout the war.That,
even in the darkest days of war, resources
were found to continue collecting seed,
planting and maintaining the large nursery
area, says much for the resolve and foresight
of our wartime leaders.

The decision to convert to softwood was
controversial, because it involved the
destruction of areas of chestnut coppice.Yet
it was the previously under-valued chestnut
coppice, now almost one hundred years old
and in its prime, that was to play a crucial
role in a woodland and country at war.

It was an invaluable source of charcoal,
needed, it was said, for everything from gas
masks to high explosives.The Ministry of
Supply largely took over from the Forestry

Commission to ensure production.The
Ministry of Labour directed extra manpower
to the forest to do the job.Among these
were a group of Hastings fisherman whose
boats had been converted for use as
minesweepers.These fishermen must have
looked unlikely figures in the forest as, for
some while, they continued to wear their sea
boots and Guernseys.

Large groups of forestry corps girls and
locals were also recruited to convert the
chestnut coppice into pit props.With no
imported soft wood this resource became
part of the lifeblood of the nation's survival.
One young tractor driver, who still lives in
the community, tried to join all three 
services in turn, only to be told, 'Sorry son,
pit props are more important'.When he
found himself balloted as a Bevin Boy, it
needed only the shortest of inter-ministry
notes to squash this move.

The Forestry Commission manages King's
Wood as part of Challock Forest.
Commercial crops include pure beech,
Japanese and hybrid larch, Douglas fir and
Corsican pine, in addition to the sweet
chestnut coppice.

There is an ongoing rotational programme of
coppicing sweet chestnut of approximately
50 acres each year.The timber produced will
predominantly go for hardwood pulp and
fencing. Some of the coppicing is aimed at
opening up the internal ride network and
creating open space - some permanent, some
temporary - to encourage biodiversity.

There are Conifers aged one to 50 years in
the forest at present but over the next 30
years, we plan to remove most of these and
restock with native broadleaf trees.

The Kentish Stour Countryside Project
works closely with landowners and local
communities to enhance the countryside and
urban green spaces for wildlife and to 
develop appropriate access and recreation.
The project focuses on the River Stour, Kent
Downs and the urban greenspaces of
Ashford and Canterbury. Volunteers make a
large contribution to the work of the 
project.

The Kentish Stour Countryside Project has
an excellent working relationship with all the
organisations involved in Kng’s Wood.
Significant improvements have been made to
the biodiversity of
the forest, as have
improvements to
access and recre-
ation opportunities.
With this continued 
co-operation, King’s
Wood can only go
from strength to
strength.

Contact:
01233 813307    www.kentishstour.org.uk

Other partners who have assisted the Friends are:
British Trust for Conservation Volunteers
Challock Parish Council
Challock Goose Fair
Saxons Orienteering Club
Bexley Light Car Club
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