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PRESS RELEASE 

Conserving, enhancing and promoting the Stour Valley

Release date*IMMEDIATE*
STOUR VALLEY CREATIVE PARTNERSHIP FORMED.
A new creative partnership has been formed to take forward the legacy of Stour Valley Arts Trust. The partnership is between Kentish Stour Countryside Partnership (lead), Ashford Borough Council, Forestry Commission, Kent Downs Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty, University for the Creative Arts and University of Kent. Kent County Council are also contributing. 
The name is Stour Valley Creative Partnership.
In the first instance the partnership will look to maintain the existing art works in King’s Wood and to archive the work of Stour Valley Arts, through the University for the Creative Arts, so it is available for future use. The longer term vision will be to engage a wide audience with art and the magic of King’s Wood through interpretation, educational programmes and facilitating new commissions of works of art in King’s Wood and the wider landscape.  
Jon Shelton from KSCP says “Stour Valley Arts originally came about in 1993 through a partnership of organisations working together, including KSCP, ABC, KCC and the Forestry Commission. A consultant was employed through KSCP to push the project forward. The consultant became the director of Stour Valley Arts when the Project became a trust in 2001. The new partnership will be reliant on raising funds and working closely with artists previously involved with Stour Valley Arts. The partnership approach should give us a greater degree of flexibility with future work. I believe all the partners are excited about this new way of working. Our thanks go to all those involved in Stour Valley Arts Trust for what they have achieved.”
For further details telephone 03000 410900/ email kentishstour@kent.gov.uk. 
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The KSCP are one of nine countryside management partnerships in Kent playing a vital role in the conservation and enhancement of the Kent countryside and coast. www.kentcountryside.org.uk
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