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PRESS RELEASE 

Release Date: 19th May 2014
Close to Ashford town centre, an area of flood meadow is being recreated similar to those that would have been a quintessential part of Ashford’s landscape 100 years ago.
Situated close to the Stour Centre, beside the Sk8side skate park, The South Park Meadow project is transforming a grassed area next to the River East Stour. The ground level is being lowered and will be sown with wild flower seeds and the river bank is being altered to improve flow conditions and river habitat. Along with a new earth bank and a new hedge to be planted this winter by Kentish Stour Countryside Partnership Volunteers, the work will benefit local wildlife, reduce flood risk, add value to the landscape and improve water quality. The area will be closed to the public for approximately 12 months whilst the meadow establishes.
Across the spring and summer months the recreated flood meadow, which will include several scrapes (shallow depressions that seasonally hold water to provide habitat for a range of species such as dragonflies), should be awash with wildflowers and waving grasses - excellent for insects and birds and an important nectar source for bumble bees and other pollinating insects. South Park Meadow will be a beautiful and peaceful space for local residents and visitors to the town whilst providing a valuable area for storing floodwater during the winter months.

This is a partnership project between the Kentish Stour Countryside Partnership, Environment Agency, Ashford Borough Council and Kent County Council:
Barrie Neaves, Environment Agency Growth Manager, said: “We recognise that managing flood risk is not all about constructing expensive new flood defences. Sometimes the best solution for protecting people and property actually benefits wildlife and the wider environment. Flood meadows are valuable areas for flood storage; they are a reminder of a traditional landscape and have a critical role to play in the conservation of our natural heritage.”
Diane Comley, Project Officer for the Kentish Stour Countryside Partnership, said: “We have been creating new meadows in the Ashford Green Corridor for some years now, including Watercress Fields, Queen Mothers Park and Little Burton. Creating a new flood meadow at South Park will be a fantastic addition and will provide continuity of habitat for the wildlife that currently live and may one day return to inhabit the Ashford Green Corridor. Our experience confirms that local communities and visitors benefit enormously from this type of work, and value the ‘wild’ spaces for bringing them closer to nature and for their beauty.”
Notes to editors:

The works include:

1.
Removal of nutrient rich topsoil.

2.
Setting-back the flood embankment to a new alignment closer to the car park to provide an improved standard of flood defence to the car park and skate park.

3.
Reducing the ground level of the greenspace so that it floods more frequently.

4.
Excavation of scrapes to provide a diversity of habitat.

5.
Providing informal public access.

6.
Sowing the wetland area with a wetland meadow seed mix which includes plants including: ragged robin, cowslip,  meadow buttercup, oxeye daisy and knapweed – these will add a splash of colour and attract a range of butterflies and other insects. The wetland should be ideal for dragonflies. 
7.
Providing increased tree / hedge screening to the carpark boundary (hedge planting to take place in the winter).

8.
Terracing the left-hand bank of the river to encourage emergent and bankside vegetation.

9.
Providing interpretation / information boards.
10.
Area totals approx. 8000 sq m.  
 For more information contact Diane Comley on 0300 333 6490 or email diane.comley@kent.gov.uk
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