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History of the Crab & Winkle

The ‘Crab and Winkle Way’ takes its name
from the six mile railway line which ran
between the towns of Canterbury and
Whitstable.

On Monday 3rd May 1830, a clanking
passenger locomotive, the ‘Invicta; pulled
into the platform near Whitstable
Harbour carrying nearly 300 excited
passengers from Canterbury. The ‘Crab
and Winkle Line; as it affectionately
became known, had become the ‘first
regular steam passenger railway in the
world’as stated in the Guinness Book of
Records.

The locomotive and the line were
engineered by the famous George
Stephenson and his son Robert, at their
works in Newcastle upon Tyne.The ‘Invicta’
was based on Stephenson’s more famous

The locomotive Invicta hauls a train from Whitstable on the opening day of the Canterbury & Whitstable Railway  make it accessible to the public. The
on 3 May 1830. Lithograph by Thomas Baynes.© Canterbury Museums.

The line closed entirely in 1952. 1t
re-opened for several weeks in 1953, after
the great floods cut the main coastal line
on 31 January. The line was offered for
sale in the late 1950s and the tunnel was
blocked up when the university was built
above it. You can see Invicta on view at
the Museum of Canterbury, Stour Street.

The need for a cycle route between the two
towns had been recognised for sometime
but it was not until 1997 that real planning
got underway when a working group from
Canterbury City Council, Kent County
Council, Kentish Stour Countryside
Partnership and Sustrans was formed.In the
same year,a charity, The Crab & Winkle Line
Trust was created to promote the line and to

construction of the route took place in 1999
and it was formally launched by Richard

‘Rocket’ which came into service four months later on the Liverpool to Manchester line.

Unfortunately with just 12 horse power the ‘Invicta’ could not cope with the gradients and was

only used on the section of line between Bogshole and South Street. The rest of the line was

hauled by cables using steam driven engines at the Winding Pond in Clowes Wood and the Halt

on Tyler Hill Road. By 1836 the ‘Invicta’was replaced and a third winding engine was built at South
Street. The line was a pioneer in railway
engineering using embankments, cuttings,
level crossings, bridges and an 836 yard (764
metres) tunnel through the high ground at
Tyler Hill.

From 1846 the railway was worked with old
engines and ancient carriages always black-
ened by soot from the journey through the
tunnel.lt was said goods trains tended to
slow down for their crews to check pheas-
ant traps in the woods and to pick
mushroms in the fields.

Passengers were carried until 1931 after
which the line was used for goods only.

bursts out of Tyler Hill tunnel. © NRM Collection.

King, Chairman of Kent County Council Transport Operations Board, on Sunday October 3rd 1999
at the Winding Pond. Approximately 400 people attended the event.The ‘Way’ uses about one
third of the old railway line, although The Crab & Winkle Line Trust is working with local
landowners and organisations to bring more of the line into use.

Itis part of Route 1 (Inverness to Dover) of the National Cycle Network, developed by Sustrans and
its partner organisations.

Because of gradients and the short
road sections the route is generally
not suitable for wheelchair users,
however, the improved path surface
has made access easier for less
mobile people.

The ‘Way’is well signed and this

leaflet is intended to provide

information to all those who want to ; ¥ - :
explore it! Look out for locally " 1 - 1
advertised rides, walks and events Celebrating the launch of the Crab & Winkle Way at the Winding
happening along the ‘Way" Pond, October 1999.
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“The Crab and Winkle is an excellent example of a zero carbon project. It is designed to have a low impact
on the environment. Given the accelerating rates of climate change, global warming and sea level rise, this
type of development will help preserve many parts of coastal Kent and the environment in general. It is
likely that sea levels will rise by more than a metre during this century and by up to five metres by 2200.
Encouraging cycling is one way in which our population can reduce its carbon footprint.”

Dr Geoff Meaden, Principal Lecturer in Geography, Canterbury Christ Church University.

The principal contact for the Crab and Winkle Way is:
Ruth Goudie, Kent Highway Services tel: 01233 614181 email ruth.goudie@kent.gov.uk
www.kent.gov.uk

The Crab and Winkle Line Trust

The trust actively promotes the historic railway. It is working with partners to create a path along the
line taking residents and visitors over six, traffic free miles between Canterbury and Whitstable.

Kentish Stour Countryside Partnership
The Partnership works closely with landowners & local communities to promote both landscape &
nature conservation & develop opportunities for appropriate countryside access & informal recreation.

Kentish Stour Countryside Partnership, Sidelands Farm, Wye, Ashford, Kent TN25 5DQ
tel: 01233 813307 email: kentishstour@kent.gov.uk www.kentishstour.org.uk

Spokes - East Kent Cycle Campaign
Spokes was formed in 1994 to campaign for better cycling facilities in East Kent.
Spokes, PO Box 991, Canterbury, Kent CT1 9EL www.spokeseastkent.org.uk

Sustrans and the National Cycle Network

Sustrans is the UK's leading sustainable transport charity, working on practical projects so people
can choose to travel in ways that benefit their health and the environment. For more

information on the National Cycle Network, to find maps and guides, or to become a Sustrans
Supporter visit or call: www.sustrans.org.uk 0845 113 00 65.

The Kentish Stour Countryside Partnership, its supporters and sponsors will not be held liable for any
injury or loss caused on or near the Crab & Winkle Way. You are advised to check the safety of all
equipment before setting out and to wear clothing appropriate to the prevailing conditions.

Leaflet feedback to KSCP at kentishstour@kent.gov.uk

To report criminal activity or misuse of the Crab and Winkle Way, contact Canterbury police station
on 01227 762055.

The Crab and Winkle Way has been made possible by a number of individuals, including private
landowners, and the organisations below.

&
oA

Forestry Commission

M - ~ '}'g
SPOKES % The Mational Lottery™ | 4 lc(oﬁ.'&t') 2
East Kent Cycle Campaign g ek B = Council

% _Era:lc: re

Designed by Nick Evans Communications, Whitstable, for the Kentish Stour Countryside Partnership with
contributions from the Crab and Winkle Line Trust and Spokes.
Illustrations by John Cann, Whitstable. First published April 2000 and reprinted 2002,2005 and 2009.

This leaflet has been printed on paper from a renewable and sustainable source
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6;_1* traffic free route, following p
& Whitstable Railway, known affectionately as the Crab & Winkle Line
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